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November 
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Diary events  November/December 

Monday 19th November 

Dovestone SC AGM 

Saturday 15th December 

Christmas Plate and Punchbowl 

Trophy and the 

2018 SEASON PRIZE-GIVING 

 

EXECUTIVE NEWS AND UPDATES 

LET IT RAIN!         LET IT RAIN!         LET IT RAIN! 

A determined, happy band of mem-

bers enjoyed Friday evening sailing 

and suppers as long as it was possi-

ble to launch the safety boat—which 

also meant the store was cleared 

out—bonus! I am looking forward to 

next year already. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be held at the 

Clubhouse on Monday, November 19th 

commencing at 8pm 

COMMODORE’S REPORT AND UPDATE 

TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

If you have not had your notification please contact the Secretary  

A FREE SUPPER WILL BE PROVIDED FOR MEMBERS 

 

Work parties are being arranged for the coming months—please contact the Field or 

House Chairmen or the Commodore for details of how to help. 



music night on a desert island 

A rum punch, a Caribbean buffet, 

and favourite discs all contributed 

to a pleasant social evening in July 

IAN JONES has been having a brilliant year  winning the 

Northern area Laser Grand Prix circuit for the 22nd con-

secutive year—AMAZING 

George Pullman finished in 3rd place 

Howard Wolstencroft in 8th 

 

Ian was also winner in the Belgian and Dutch National 

Masters Nationals 

(Benelux series) 

1st in the UK Masters Nationals 

2nd overall in the Masters Worlds  

1st Masters European in Spain 

 

And he achieved similar results sailing in the Streaker 

         

        CONGRATULATIONS 

RACING SUCCESS 

HOME AND 

ABROAD 

 

Three Flying Fifteens 

travelled to the Notts 

County FF open meeting 

in October where An-

drew McKee won over-

all. Some great pictures 

are available on their 

website along with a full 

report. David and Mal 

took the new boat out 

for sea trials and are 

looking forward to a 

launch party whenever 

the water arrives at 

Dovestone. 

ff news 

 

Pulled pork/apple/stuffing sandwich  

or 

Cheese and onion pie 

With a glass of mulled wine 

music 

music 

music 



Flying 15 National Championship  June 2018 by Tom 

This year’s Flying 15 nationals were held at Strangford Lough Yacht club in Northern Ireland. The championship was the 5th and final qualifying event for the 

World Championships being held next year in Dublin Bay. Dovestone Sailing Club was represented at the event by 2 boats, which were sailed by David McKee 

and Mal Hartland as well as Andy and Tom Goddard. 

Having already completed 3  events, and doing very well I will add, the Mckee/Hartland duo were heading to Northern Ireland with a safe 2nd place in the 

national rankings and an assured place in the worlds next year. The Goddard duo, however, having only completed 2 events in the series, with results not 

quite as good, were sitting in 25th place in the rankings. The British association is usually allocated around 18 places, so having a good national championship 

was of vital importance to the Goddards. 

The 2 boats set off a few days ahead of the championship start date with the intention to drop the boats off at the venue and then do a small tour of the An-

trim coast and Giants Causeway. The coast line of Northern Ireland was spectacular and I thoroughly recommend anyone to visit the coast line if you are tak-

ing a trip to Northern Ireland. 

Having returned to the Yacht Club the boats were rigged up. Mal flew in to ensure that David wasn’t sailing alone and research was done in a makeshift 

campsite in the corner of the boat park. The research however did not present an optimistic story. Windguru, Windfinder, XC Weather all painted a picture 

every leather skinned passenger on a flight to Benidorm would love, but not sailors hoping for an action-packed Championship. No wind and blisteringly hot 

temperatures is what was forecast for 3 out of the 4 days of the event. Less than ideal! 

Hopeless optimism was all that could be hoped for as we went to bed the night before day one. Sadly the glass was certainly half empty as racing was post-

poned for 2 hours, and then finally abandoned as no ripple could be seen in the racing area. Having abandoned the day, the Dovestone team headed over to 

“Daft Eddies” for lunch and drinks in the sunshine. 

The story was pretty similar for day two as, yet again, the weather was true to forecast and not a breath of wind could be found on the Lough. (We were taken 

on a lovely boat trip to look at the great scenery and abundant wildlife including seals—Sally) 

Desperately trying to get races in, the Race committee sent all competitors out onto the water on day 3 to drift around and pray to the wind gods for a sea 

breeze to kick in. It did not….. so after drifting around for 2 hours all the boats were towed in for yet another day abandonment. With no races completed and 

needing a minimum of 2 races to be sailed for a championship the race committee insisted, much to the dismay of a few boat owners, that the 15s be left on 

moorings overnight to ensure the racing could start at 9am the following day. 

Day four came and finally we had some wind and more importantly a champion-

ship to compete for. It was discussed and never before has 2 Dovestone boats 

gone into the final day of the championship in joint top place- was just a shame 

it was also joint with 47 other boats. 

The racing was fiercely contested by a very strong fleet, including the current 

World and European champion Steve Goacher amongst several other rock stars 

that have held those titles before. Needless to say, it meant that the start line 

was jam packed and left little room for error for the Dovestone sailors. The race 

organizes managed to get 3 races in, however the sailing instructions for the 

event meant that less than 5 races would entail no discard. After a couple of re-

starts the race organisers opted to use their “U” Flag which meant that anyone 

that was over the start line would automatically be disqualified. With no discard 

in the event, carrying a DSQ as one of your results would be seriously detri-

mental to your overall positon. 

This wasn’t an issue for David and Mal who managed to get 3 good races in and finish in the top 10, clocking a 7th place overall at the event. The same could 

not be said however for the Andy and Tom who had real difficulty in getting off the line. 3 bad starts lead to the pair finishing 40th place overall, disastrous for 

their national ranking and hopes to secure a place for next year’s World Championship. 

Despite not having the wind for 3 days of sailing, everyone had a very good time at the event. Strangford Lough Yacht Club put on a fantastic event, the food 
and entertainment was excellent and everyone came home with a good tan.  
 
P.S. The good news is when all the results were calculated the G’s improved their ranking to 18th and both boats are planning a trip to Ireland for the World’s 
in 2019 as well as Andrew McKee who also qualified for a place. 

SPOT THE FLYING FIFTEEN ? 



 

SATURDAY 15th DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS PLATE 

& 

PUNCHBOWL TROPHY DAY 

Start time  11am Everyone welcome 

Water level permitting! 

 

2018 ANNUAL PRIZE-GIVING 

PARTY 

AT 4.30PM 

Whether sailing takes place or not! 

If there is no racing the Committees have decided that the Annual Prize-giving 

Party will still take place on Saturday, 15th December, starting at 4.30pm and eve-

ryone is invited to come along and enjoy a Christmas Party and celebration. 

There will be Music and decorations, the Winners glass and silver ware Presenta-

tion and Christmas fare as usual. Mulled wine, mince pies, and games for the chil-

dren. Maybe even a visit from Father Christmas for the younger ones! 

PLEASE LOOK OUT 

FOR FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS on email or media REGARDING 

THE NEXT EVENT on SATURDAY, 15th DECEMBER 

WATER SHORTAGE 

 As many of you are aware we are not alone in suffering a water shortage. Many other reservoirs are still well 

down for the time of year. What an incredible summer we have had! Our racers have taken the opportunity to travel 

far and wide, enjoying great success. Glossop SC also offered to host our members for the season. 

 However, if we do have enough water to allow us to launch and race —the Christmas event will go ahead as 

scheduled and the Annual prize-giving will follow. Fingers crossed! 


